
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Here at St Joseph’s, we want to ensure each child is receiving the best learning for him/
herself every day. Schools all over the world group children by their age in classes. We 
know that this does not mean that children at the same age develop academically, phys-
ically, socially, emotionally and spiritually the same. Our challenge is to provide learning 
that caters for these differences. We attempt to cater for all needs. This is difficult but 
the challenge we are setting ourselves as educators at St Joseph’s. Our expectations we 
have as a school are very high as we believe setting these expectations allows students 
to reach them.  
 

Our school has arranged this by utilising flexible spaces and flexible learning strategies 
which allow us to cater better for the students who are experiencing some language 
difficulties, the average students and the students who require extension. We are able 
to better use teachers to cater for these needs.  Over the last few weeks we have uti-
lised, a speech therapist, to assist students and teachers with providing specific learn-
ing for students who may be experiencing difficulties. 
 

At present we are constructing a whole school plan that has structures in place to en-
sure learning intervention is timely, purposeful and ensures students receive what they 
need. 
 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING AND PREP OPEN DAY 
It was great seeing many of you at our Celebration of Learning / Open classrooms last 
Friday. I hope you were able to enjoy the great learning that your children are doing 
here and appreciate the amount of work that staff give to ensure that everyone is 
getting what they need. 
It was also great to see many new faces at our Prep open day. The children really     en-
joyed spending time working on iPads, playing in the classrooms and looking around the 
school. If you know someone who was unable to attend the Open Day, we will be having 
another one on Wednesday 29th July. 
 

Thank you very much to staff too – all year is busy but we have been very busy with Re-
port Cards and Athletics so I really appreciate the extra time you give to ensure we are 
welcoming and opening ourselves up to our parent community. 
 

REPORTS                                                                                                                                        
Reports will be handed out to students to take home this Friday 19th June. Parent /
Teacher interviews will then follow on the 23rd and 24th June. You have been invited to 
book a 15min session with your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s progress through-
out First Semester. We encourage you to take the opportunity to talk with your child’s 
teacher. We work in partnership with you as parent, and communication is an integral 
part of this partnership. Gone are the days of ‘No news is good news’. 
 

HERE WE GO AGAIN!  
This Wednesday evening NSW and QLD will once again go head to head in another State 
of Origin Game.  For the record I’m tipping Qld to win the game in a close one!  
 

STATE OF ORIGIN SUPPORTERS: If your child is a supporter of either team, they are wel-
come to show their allegiance on game day only, this Wednesday, by wearing AN ITEM 
of clothing to support their team. Please be aware that this is NOT FREE DRESS, but they 
can wear one item of clothing to support their team on game day.  
Have a good week everyone, 
 

GregC ran    
Principal 

St Joseph’s Primary School Murgon 
Term 2,  Week 9,  16th June, 2015 

 

 

  

JUNE 

18-19 Athletics Carnival 

19 Report Cards Home 

22 End of Term Awards 

23-24  Parent Teacher Interviews 

26 Last day of Term 2 

JULY 

13 Pupil Free Day 

14 Term 3 Begins 

26-1 Catholic Education Week 

29 Prep Open Day 

AUGUST 

10 Show Holiday 

14 Grandparents Day 

31 Father’s Day Stall 

  

SEPTEMBER 

5 School Fete 

6 Father’s Day 
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As this is our final newsletter for this term, I’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone for their hard work and      

commitment to our students, the amazing learning experiences and celebrations that have occurred this past term. 

Staff have been dedicated to planning for, and teaching engaging and purposeful learning experiences for each      

student in their class, and we are so very excited to see incredible progress across all year levels in the school. Our 

sincere gratitude goes to our staff who continuously participate in professional learning opportunities and volunteer 

to learn more, to refine their skills in effective practice. 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

St Joseph’s is registered for the Premier’s Reading Challenge this year, because as a school, we see the vital              

importance of boosting our students’ literacy skills. The challenge involves all children across the school, simply    

reading lots of books! The challenge is to encourage children to read widely and for pleasure and learning, to develop 

their imagination, and to encourage a passion for literature. 

Prep to Year 2 students can experience books through shared reading, listening to stories or reading picture books. 

Years 3 and 4 children are encouraged to read 20 books, and Years 5 and 6 to read 15 books. All children will receive a 

certificate during the Premier’s Reading Challenge Celebration Weeks (9th-20th November). 

Please see the letter accompanying this newsletter, for more information about the challenge at St Joseph’s. Teachers 

will let parents and carers know how you can assist to support your child in this challenge. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday and Naidoc Week 

July 5th is a time where Catholics from all over Australia come together to celebrate and 

acknowledge the gifts that Indigenous people bring to the Catholic Church in Australia. It is also a 

time to reflect on our own relationships with each other. Naidoc Week this year will be celebrated 

from the 5th — 12th July (during our school holidays).  NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and 

Islanders Day Observance Committee. It is a time to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

history, culture and achievements and is an opportunity to recognise the contributions that Indigenous Australians 

make to our country and our society. Upon return to school in Term 3, we look forward to acknowledging this special 

celebration. 

Thank you once again for a wonderful term!  

Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday break.    

God Bless, 

Celia O’Connor              

Acting APRE/CST                       

 
 

 

 

ICAS 2015      International Competitions and Assessments for Schools are available again this year. A number of          
students from St Joseph’s  participated in these tests in 2014 and received certificates of Credit and Participation. This       
competition is again open to our students. If students are interested in participating in any of the following tests, they can 

collect an entry form from their class teacher. 

 

 

ICAS Subject ICAS Sitting Date Prices (incl. GST) 

English Tues 28 July $8.80 

Mathematics Tues 11 August $8.80 



 

 
 
I was reading an article in the Courier Mail on Sunday 7 June, page 21, titled ‘Small screen, giant scream’. With the increasing 

amount of children suffering from anxiety, I thought it was timely to discuss some strategies parents can use to reduce both 

fear and anxiety, starting with what children see on television. It can often be hard to recognise if a child is scared because fear 

can be exhibited in a number of ways. Child psychologist Dr Glenn Cupit said children’s response to fear can be very subtle and 

“they can just go silent”. 

The article written by Sue Dunlevy and Ruth McCosker, discussed some of the problems associated with exposing children to 

scary television and films. The main points are summarised below: 

 Research has found children now report higher levels of anxiety than 1950s psychiatric patients, partly due to exposure 

to scary or threatening TV.  

 Scary television is causing sleep disturbance, fear and anxiety in young children, particularly those under 10 years of 

age.  

 “Exposure to just one scary trailer can make a sensitive child fearful of going to bed on their own” –  Australian Council 

on Children and Media 

 Films and TV can look so realistic that children have trouble distinguishing between fiction and reality.  

 British research found that the overall effect of scary TV on internalising symptoms was “comparable to the impact  

violent TV has on externalising behaviours (like aggression and anti-social behaviour)”. 

 Dementors in Harry Potter movies, the ice creature in Frozen and the film Maleficent, and other shows where there is a 

lurking menace that you can’t see watching you, may not be violent, but they can still be scary. 

 Here are some strategies you can use to help your children: 

 Sit with your children while they watch TV 

 Defuse your child’s fear by commenting on the terrific make-up used so kids realise the wounds or the monsters are not 

real 

 Ensure children sit through to the end of the movie so they can see the hero triumph over evil  

Regards, 

David Francis  

Guidance Counsellor   St Joseph’s Primary School, Murgon, Mon, Tues, Wed     Ph 4168 1627 
 

Saint Mary’s Catholic College South Burnett 

Dear St. Joseph’s Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, I would like to encourage those of you with children currently in Year 6 to consider Saint Mary’s Catholic College for 
Year 7 in 2016.  St Joseph’s Year 6 students have enrolment priority over other South Burnett  students, so you do not need 
to be concerned about missing out on a place, or trying to get in earlier so that you don’t miss out on a place.  If you child is 
completing Year 6 this year, I would encourage you to contact the College on 41622011 to arrange an enrolment interview 
before the end of term 3. 

Saint Mary’s Catholic College will continue to provide the same quality, affordable Catholic education in a   positive, nurtur-
ing environment that your child has experienced here at Saint Joseph’s. We offer a full range of secondary subjects and 
extensive co-curricular opportunities for our secondary students. 

We are very proud that our graduates have the highest percentage of University and Apprenticeship/Traineeship place-
ments of any secondary school in the South Burnett region. 

Secondly, I would like to assure parents and carers that in the same way as Saint Joseph’s, we deliver a primary curriculum 
grounded in the Australian Curriculum from Prep – Year 6. There is no significant educational advantage to be gained by 
moving from a primary school to a P – 12 College prior to the commencement of secondary school.   

I would also like to assure parents and carers that if you have children at Saint Joseph’s and also a child in high school at 
Saint Mary’s, that your family discount applies across both schools. 

Yours in Christ 

Michael Nayler 

Principal 

Saint Mary’s College South Burnett (Phone 07 41622011) 

 



  

 Please note Mass time change 
 

As of this week-end the Vigil Mass time has changed from 6.00pm to 

5.00pm. Until the end of winter or further notice.  
 

 

S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K   

Week 7 Week 8 

Prep Jakaiden Dynevor Prep Liam Oberle 

Year 1 Xavier Greenwood Year 1 Ella Palmer 

Year 2 Emily Palmer Year 2 Yuna Olbes 

Year 3 Jamarl Alberts Year 3 Jamarl Alberts 

Year 4 Tytrell Combo-Wragge Year 4 Amelia Cran 

Year 5/6 Millar Shields & Ron-Keyah Bond Year  5/6 Damien Baulch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Carroll sm PH41681406 

Parish  Mass Times 

Saturday 20th June Sunday 21st June 

Wondai 5.00pm Murgon  8.00am 

Proston  8.00am Goomeri 10.00am 

Saturday 27th June Sunday 28th June 

Murgon 5.00pm Wondai 8.00am 

Proston  8.00am Cherbourg 10.00am 

ST. JOSEPH’S 

PARISH HALL IS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

RENT FOR   UN-

LICNESED FUNC-

TIONS 

41681406 

J U N E    B I R T H D A Y S  

Year 1:   Frank Boney      Year 2:  Solomon Brembrick    Year 4:   Amelia Cran        Year 6: Millar Shields  

                Rhys Williams                  Robert Miller                               Dylan Kapernick               David Rowberry 

                Ella Palmer                       Eddie Riley                     Year 5:   Sheldon Brown    

                                                            Riley Gleich 

          Happy Birthday Wishes Everyone              



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATHLETICS SPORTS CARNIVAL 2015 

Thursday, June 18, Under 10 – 12  

 9.00am —  10.45am  & after morning tea if required -  Long Jump, High Jump, Shot Put & Discus on 

the School Oval 

Friday, June 19, Under 10 – 12  

 9:00am — 10:30am — 200m & 800m on the Murgon State High School Oval 

Friday, June 19, Whole School  11:15am — 1:15pm on the School Oval 

 Sprints: Prep — Under 12 

 Ball Games: Prep — Year 3 

 Relays:  Prep — Year 6 

 Championship Race and Student / Year 6, Parents, Teacher Relay 

 Presentation of Age Champions and winning House Trophy 

Children are encouraged to wear their House colour and will be awarded participation points for every 

event entered. Tuckshop special available for big Lunch Friday 19th—see below! 

Hot Dogs  $3.50 

Chips  $2.50 

Or Hot Dog & Chips $5.00 

       Drinks sold separately 

Coffee will be available for Adults 

TUCKSHOP SPECIAL 

ON FRIDAY 19TH SPORTS DAY 

PARENTS ARE MOST WELCOME TO JOIN US ON BOTH DAYS 

Congratulations to the Marcellin Champagnat Award Recipients 

 Prep Jayden McEffer 

 Year 1  Catherine Voigt        

 Year 2 Emily Palmer 

 Year 3 Tayla Shields 

 Year 4 Tytrell Combo-Wragge 

 Year 5 Pheona Combo 

 Year 6 Kaitlyn Zelinski 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Next P & F Meeting  
  22nd July 6pm   

       in the Administration Block  
      All Welcome! 

P & F 
TUCKSHOP MONDAYS  

WINTER WARMER SPECIAL 

TOASTED HAM SANDWICHES 

onion, cheese, tomato 
(please specify)   

$3.50  

        WANTED FOR 

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH FETE 

 People willing to join Fete Committee. 

 Assistants for stalls  

 Lolly stall Co-ordinator 

 Plants & Cuttings  

All Donations will be much appreciated. 

 

Phone Leisa Walker on 41 681 293 for 

more info after 5pm. 

For more information PLEASE Phone  

Leisa Walker 41 681 293 (after 5pm) 

Fr. Michael Carroll sm 41 681 406 

St. Joseph’s School Office 41 681 627 

St. Joseph’s  

School & Parish Fete 

Saturday Sept 5th 2015 

 

Celebrating St. Joseph’s 

50 Years Anniversary Fete 

 Please note: change of date 

from Friday 4th Sept 

to Saturday afternoon 5th Sept 

due to it being the 50th Anniversary. 
Many  Stalls:  Hot Food, Drinks, Novelty, Piety, Craft, Raffle,  and 

Rides, come and join all the fun at the local Parish and School 
Fete.  

All Welcome! 

BLUE LIGHT DISCO 
19th JUNE 2015 

Murgon RSL 
SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN 6 YEARS TO 14 YEARS ONLY  

               Cost: $5.00 includes a Sausage Sizzle  

                          TIME: 6:30pm to 8:30pm 

Children will not be allowed to leave the premises       

unless accompanied by an adult. 

 

Active After School  
Communities  

 
Last football session  — today  
16th June.  
Rugby League was coached by 
Colin Huxtable from the NRL.  
 
3:15pm to 4:15pm — please be 
prompt to collect your child 
from the school.   
 

Congratulations to Lucy 

Hobbs on her Confirmation 

and First Holy Communion 

& 

Dylan Kapernick and  David 

Taylor on  making their First 

Holy Communion. 

Christ’s Blessings. 


